Saturday, May 17, 2003

Joshua 18:1 - 19:51

The tent of meeting was set up at Shiloh, almost the center of the tribal allotments of land.  When the people of God thought about their gift of land, they would remember that at the center was the symbolic home of God the giver. There He would meet with His people. Another symbolic part of these chapters, according to one commentary, may be the announcements of Caleb’s inheritance and Joshua’s. These two had wanted to enter the land so many years ago when they first entered as spies. Now, decades later, one’s inheritance is the first to be assigned and the other’s is the last, almost like bookends to the story. 

Part way through a hard task (building a house, planting a garden, building a deck) we all take a break to rest and cool off. Apparently that is what the Israelites did, and like so many of us in our projects, it was really hard to get up and get started again. Joshua scolded the tribes for their failure to get busy and get the job done. As one commentator points out, the general knew that in a war situation it is not wise to let the enemy have time to rest and reorganize.


Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian, wrote that the surveyors sent out to map the remaining territory were experts at their task. Their parents may have been among the surveyors who determined the placement and dimensions of some of the amazingly precise monuments and temples in Egypt. In those days sons were almost always trained in the “family business”.

All of the land was not conquered overnight. By the time that establishing the initial foothold was finished Joshua was 110 years old. Estimates of his age at the beginning of the conquest range from 70 to 85.  

Here is another link to a map of the conquest>>> http://www.iowawest.org/conquest.pdf (you do need to have the free version of  Acrobat Reader to open the file)
